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A special meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held at the Community Center, 2456 
Pontiac Dr., on Wednesday, February 2, 2022, called to order at 6:05 p.m. Mayor Clarke 
presided over the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Present: Cowper, Clarke, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki 
Absent:  None 
Also Present: City Manager Martin and Clerk Dryden 

 Approval of Agenda 
 

Mayor Clarke removed items 11. Noise/Music and 13. Marijuana Establishments from the 
agenda. 
 

Moved by Cowper, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the agenda as amended. 
 

Yes: All  
No: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

 
Meeting Open to the Public 

 

Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. There were twelve guests at the meeting. 
 
There were no comments. Mayor Clarke closed the meeting open to the public. 

 
 
FOIA – Appeal to Waive Fees  C1-001-22 
 
Martin stated this is the first time City Council has received an appeal request for a FOIA. He 
explained what a FOIA is, Freedom of Information Act; a request for documents/records. Under 
FOIA the city is allowed to charge a fee for its search, and production of records. Martin stated 
City Council received copies of all the FOIA requests from Mr. Ghannam and the clerk’s 
spreadsheet for time and fees. Council discussed and agreed with the number of documents and 
requests Mr. Ghannam has requested and he should pay the fees. 
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Zubrzycki, to deny the FOIA appeal and to uphold the 
amount of $294.40 as the proper and appropriate fee for the work performed by the City Clerk’s 
office in connection with the request and find the under all the circumstances compensation to 
the City for the work performed in the amount authorized by the FOIA statue is reasonable. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Cowper 
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No:   None 
       MOTION CARRIED 
 

Community Events 
 
Martin stated he would like direction to create a policy and update the application for community 
events. Council has already received Martin’s thoughts, examples and topics which need 
discussion – charging a fee for a professional service while using the community center for free, 
should we require a deposit for cleaning/repair, city resources/cost and scheduling/approving 
events are just some of the items for discussion and direction. 
 
Salemi asked why a fee isn’t being charged to use the Community Center and suggested maybe a 
$50 fee. He agreed once you open the building there are costs. 
 
Cowper stated the spirit of the building is for residents to use. There is a difference between 
sponsored community events and private events and feels the parks are included with the use of 
buildings and land. He agreed guidelines are needed and he feels the application currently being 
used is good. 
 
Segal noted residents don’t pay to play tennis, volleyball, or pickle ball. The game night sponsor 
is cleaning the building after each use. 
 
Zubrzycki shared he spoke with West Bloomfield Parks & Recreation and found they have a lot 
of latitude for what is a community event.  
 
Segal addressed the yoga teacher charging a fee for a class and stated if a tennis pro were to 
come and provide training then they would charge a fee also. Cowper supports that thought, but 
asked how do they determine when someone is running a business out of Community Center?  
Clarke agreed how do they put this on paper.  
 
Cowper asked how the cleaning is currently being handled. Martin stated the event sponsor is 
cleaning after the event. The city’s cleaning person doesn’t inspect after all community events.  
 
Martin asked about blackout dates. Summers are always rented. Do they want to black out 
weekends during this time of the year? Offer a couple of weekend days? Right now we block out 
Fridays and Saturdays. 
 
Salemi asked if they are going to turn down a rental paying customer to a community event. 
Martin stated it would be turned down if the community event was scheduled first. Zubrzycki 
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asked if there should be a cutoff date for community events to be scheduled. Council agreed they 
could do that. Martin stated residents can reserve the community center 13 months in advance of 
the date they want. Maybe follow this since the sponsors of community events are residents. He 
also explained how some renters don’t mind sharing the parking lot with a food truck.  
 
Cowper feels restrooms should come with an outdoor event. 
 
Martin discussed outdoor events with volleyball, bocce, tennis and pickleball. Registration, 
reservation, structure, all needs more organization. Things evolve and the city needs to also. If 
something isn’t working, we can always change it.  
 
Zubrzycki addressed the application and feels this statement should be added, “Sylvan Lake 
reserves the right to amend, cancel and change fees.” 
 
Council asked Martin to bring back he would purpose for blackout dates for City Council to 
discuss.  
 
Council discussed charging no fee, a nominal fee, or a donation. Zubrzycki quoted West 
Bloomfield’s application, which he likes for helping to make the decision for free, “who’s 
primary purpose of providing recreational opportunities or social benefits is to the community.” 
Zubrzycki confirmed the application will have some structure to say get your events organized in 
advanced. Martin agreed and shared most of the sponsors of events are very flexible and if city 
hall says we have someone interested in renting it, can you move your event. Very seldom will 
they say no. 
 
Mayor Clarke opened the discussion to the public. 
 
Nicole Menuck thought Parks & Rec was formed to help city hall in handling events and more 
things. She feels there is a problem there misunderstanding who is doing what. She expressed it 
is great to give the center for free for a community event, but once someone is making money off 
it, she is not in favor of it. Menuck addressed the lengthy application a renter has to fill out and 
follow. She hopes the same is true for a community event application. She feels each event 
should be inspected after because a paying renter may find an exploded can of pop in the freezer, 
which was left behind, after a community event, by mistake. Clarke agreed any agreement needs 
that teeth and cleaning regulations.  
 
Feather Buchanan shared she sponsors game night and does the cleaning herself after each event. 
She would like to know if she isn’t doing a good job.  
 
Karen Berkfield addressed the yoga teacher charging $5/person. She is a resident, and it is only a 
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nominal fee. They cleanup after the use each time. 
 
Barb Meskin asked what is the difference if you are doing Parks & Rec and/or community 
events. Isn’t the same if Parks & Rec are asking for donations for an event? She likes the 
community events and feels she has met so many people. 
 
Ed Robbins agreed with Cowper there is a difference between a community event and a private 
event. He feels they should keep it simple, apolitical, and don’t focus on what goes wrong versus 
what is right. He has enjoyed the events over the last year and would like to see all residents 
keeping on this roll.  
 
Patty Harrop feels a schedule is needed tennis, volleyball, etc. Parks & Rec would like to get the 
out building by the kayak rack, heated; this would include the restroom. She is talking with Zilka 
and will get with Martin when she has something.  
 
Nicole Menuck feels council needs to decide where to draw the line on what is allowed for free. 
It is never just black or white. Martin stated that is a conversation that we have had. Residents are 
paying a fee to attend yoga or a speaker. A speaker/teacher will still make the same money if we 
charge a rental fee because they pass it along the rental fee on top of the fee they want. So the 
residents are paying for the use of the building. 
 
Karen Berkfield maybe criteria should be if the speaker/teacher is resident it is free verse a non-
resident. She agreed a scheduling app is needed for tennis, pickleball. She knows Patrick Runk 
has spoken with Martin regarding this. Martin stated it is being looked at. Zubrzycki stated with 
an app there is no penalty fee for cancelling or not showing up. We will learn as we try different 
things. Berkfield mentioned the “GroupMe” app. 
 
Julie Kohr hopes the city doesn’t lose the spirit of what has been going on with events over the 
last year. She feels they are true community events and they have been great. Even if a nominal 
fee is charged. She would rather attend an event here than in another city. She feels if an event is 
open to everyone in the community then it should be free. Pay for a private event. Clarke 
suggested adding a line to the application asking if there will be a charge to attend the event.  
 
Discussion – Committee, Boards, and Commissions 
 
Martin reminded everyone this was tabled from the last meeting to discuss  the makeup of these. 
The one thing he would like to suggest is making the dock and parks & rec committees more 
than one year. Currently they are a one-year term. 
 
Salemi asked if any of the committee members have been asked if they are willing to serve two 
years. He has no issue with 2 years but felt they should be asked before appointing anyone. 
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Martin shared the first time when you make a change like this in order to stager the terms, some 
will be one year and others two years. Then the following appointments all would be for a two-
year term. 
 
Cowper clarified he wanted to discuss this because he is trying to grow more involvement in the 
community. Again with the spirit of getting more people involved he would suggest limiting it to 
a person can only sit on two committees at a time. Let’s try this, keeping the 90% staying 
positive. He would like to see a two-year term also.  
 
Salemi doesn’t want to over complicate this, but he is good with both.  
 
Clarke is concerned with if you have someone that is really good but now they are at their limit 
for sitting on a committee do we really want to restrict this. Segal asked if a statement can be 
added to the application “if there is a vacancy which can’t be filled, the outgoing person can 
continue to serve.”  Cowper feels a person who sits on too many committee inhibits other from 
serving. He is good with the language Segal suggested. He just wants to encourage more 
involvement.  
 
Patty Harrop stated there has never been a wait list to get on the dock or parks  & rec committee. 
One year they have less than five members and other years more.  
 
Julie Kohr feels an applicant list should be made public so residents can have input on who is 
appointed. Martin explained the process. It is a Mayor appointment with confirmation of 
appointment by City Council. At least three council members have to confirm the appointment. It 
is not for public opinion. Kohr suggested maybe form a committee to discuss the appointment 
with the Mayor. She feels residents should have a say in who they feel would be best.  
 
Zubrzycki stated that is a good suggestion but a good way to kill a program is to form a 
committee.  
 
Ed Robbins stated the decision making is with City Council. Not all committees are equal. 
Planning Commission is very different from the boat dock committee. Some residents just like to 
serve. It is not always easy to find people who are willing to volunteer. He feels a long-term 
volunteer would be happy to step aside if there are others willing to serve. He feels they need to 
look at competency. It takes a lot of time and effort on the part of a volunteer to be on these 
committees.  
 
Nicole Menuck asked for clarification as to what they are changing. She understands the “can 
only serve on two committees,” but she thinks she is now hearing term limits or is it the term is 
2-years? Clarke stated anyone can reapply to be on a committee, but they will have to fill out a 
new application. Martin clarified, Council is discussing making them two-year terms, but a 
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resident can’t be on more than two committees or boards. 
 
Karen Berkfield feels there is a learning curve when you first get on a committee. The first year 
you learn how things work. 
 
Nancy Waters asked what the process is to get on a committee. Mayor Clarke stated there is 
information on the city website or at City Hall and an application which one can fill out. Martin 
asked if she gets the city’s newsbyte. Waters wasn’t sure. Martin stated newsbytes are how the 
city communicates with residents and provides information, reminders, events etc. One is sent 
out each time there is an opening on a board, committee, or commission.  
 
Clarke would like to change the date of appointment for the boat dock and parks & rec 
committee. He suggested summer so residents can attend meetings in advance to see if they are 
interested in joining.  
 
Nicole Menuck suggested they not make it a set rule that someone can only sit on two 
committees at once because there are boards such as cable or fire which are hard to fill. So if you 
limit a person who is currently sitting on three then they are going to pick the two they like the 
best and you may now have a hard time finding someone on that other board. 
 
Council all agreed with the 2-year term and decided to change appointment dates for the boat 
dock committee to February and Parks & Rec to May.  
 
Martin explained how those two committee’s work. The Boat Bock Committee was formed to 
help Martin.  They don’t have authority; they make contact and solve 95% of the problems.  
They don’t make policy.  The Parks & Rec Committee is very similar.  They don’t make policy 
or have a budget.  They hold events and provide ideas for the parks, but they do not have final 
authority on any of it.  Clarke is concerns with appointing someone because they applied and 
may not be the best for the committee. Clarke asked that they vote at a regular meeting on 
limiting someone to two committees at a time. 
 
 
Employment Separation Agreement 
 
Martin explained this is to allow one of the DPW employees to retire four years early. It will be 
good for the employee and the city. The city will continue to pay his medical single coverage and 
his retirement will be frozen until he reaches age 55.  
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to approve the separation agreement for Kevin 
Hartman, as submitted. 
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 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
Water/Sewer Rates 
 
Martin stated on the agenda next week will be the approval of the water/sewer agreement for 
services and maintenance with Oakland County Water Resources. They will not take over 
operations until probably July. We will hold off with water and sewer rate changes until they are 
ready to discuss them, probably in May.  
 
Capital Improvements/Projects and Goals/Budget Discussion 
 
Martin stated the goals and objectives spreadsheet will be sent out to Council. We will start 
working on the 2022/23 budget. Discussions will need to be on improvements, handling 
donations, and the budget.  
 
Martin also let council know they will be receiving their council information for quarterly 
reports. He did let Council know the city received the first share of the federal funds (ARPA-
American Rescue Plan Act) and this will be discussed during the budget process. 
 
Adjournment 
 

Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to adjourn the study session. 
 

Yes: All 
No: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

 
 
 

 
Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


